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Hc First Loved US

My little sister had a close friend that went nmigswhen we were children. It was a difficult stioa
because this girl was a young teenager who hagdgles, and at times had threatened to run awagn dhe
day she just vanished without any notice to anydsde.phone call or letter, she just disappearediefhdier
family wondering if she was okay. From that dagnfard her bedroom was empty, her seat at the kittdigle
was barren, and her parents could not share thasrwith her anymore. To this day no one knowsre/lsée is
and | am sure her family is still hoping to be riéeth with her one day.

All these many years later | am now a parent of wautiful children. Each day | love to pour into
them and share experiences with them. When theg tvey and learning to crawl and then to walk, were
there cheering them on. Many people have toldamnjoy it when they are young because they grofasip
They were right! | took the wisdom from my mom wiodd me to pour into them and not to let busyrress
me of my time with my children.

Now as they have gotten older, when they havefewdiftime with something | love being able to sha
my advice to help them figure things out. | caxpress just how much of my heart revolves aroupd m
children and my family. | know that I will thinkbaut my children every single day for the rest gflife. |
will miss the young years as they grow independentstart their own lives, but | will enjoy the aseire of
being a part of their future and all the wondethihgs that God has planned for them.

| learned a lot from my momma about love and oniefmost important things she taught me was that
she would never change when it came to loving higdren. | could fail a thousand times and the l&hworld
could hate me, but | have always known that | acahgmne. My mom will always have a home for me hed
children. She will always welcome me to my old toean, to her roast beef, mash potatoes and grayy (m
favorite) and lots of love. As | also have becdike my momma, | will always love my children. Theill
know that as long as they live, their father andhraplove them unconditionally. If one of my chid¢d chose
to run away from home, | assure you that | wouldengive up hope in finding them. | would keepitlmeom
ready for them to come home and a place at the tablld always be prepared because it will alwagterig to
them. | would never give up faith in them retugnio the Lord. The love of a father and a mothreriges a
safe place for their children to be home.

There is a lot of preaching going on right now arthe world about how far God's love is. Somé wil
preach that if you have a bad thought in your ntiveh you have sinned in such a way that you hasteylmur
relationship with God and now you must repent asidfar it back. Some preach that you are now tioesgtop
worrying about sinning and just enjoy God's lovéhought | would write this letter to help expldiow some
of this works because it really shouldn't be tlimplicated or confusing.

Always remember that we love God because He bratd us. This is important because when we were
separated from God and in the worst condition ftessGod still loved us. Long before we ever prhge
reached out to Him, He still loved us. Before werghought about holiness and obedience to Hinstile
loved us. God's ability to love us is not baseaonlife, it's based on Him. Look at a verse franrdohn 4:10
which says, In this is love, not that we loved God, but thatlbleed us and sent His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins’



It is essential for you to always understand thad'&love towards you is not sent back from youelo
to Him. Itis not a reflection of your goodnesdparation, faithfulness, holiness or serving tovgakim. His
love comes to you because Jesus took your plagia.inlt was on the cross that God turned away fdesus,
so that He could never turn away from you. Theneathing you can possibly do to make God love iyoue
than He already does. Also, it is impossible fou yo make Him love you less than He already ddé¢is.love
for you is not based on you. It is based on whatid did for you! In the New Testament, when soradost
their salvation it was because they walked awayftaod and not because He rejected them.

This is very important when it comes to understagdiow God acts towards you as a Father. Here is
what it says in Isaiah 49:15-16C&n a woman forget her nursing child, And not hemepassion on the son of
her womb? Surely they may forget, Yet | will nagjddbyou. See, | have inscribed you on the palinéyo
hands; Your walls are continually before Md.have found that most of the body of Chriselvin fear when it
comes to God. lItis a type of torment that a cfaloes when they are never good enough to redegre t
parents love. God's love for you is not basedaur performance. You will always be loved by HiiYou can
never, ever, not in a billion years chase God afn@y you. He loves you because of what Jesus tias fibr
you and that means that He is not going anywhExen when you fail miserably, He will always berthe

Can you recall the story of the Prodigal son? éjected his father’s lifestyle and took his inheamite
and squandered it away on himself. He found hifweigh nothing, working with the pigs and starvifay
food. When he was willing to eat the pig’s slopswehen he thought that he could at least work i®fdther
as a servant. He thought this because he felhthhtad lost his standing as a child of his fathewill arise
and go to my father, and will say to him, "FatHdrave sinned against heaven and before you, amd ho
longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like of your hired servants.

The son was surprised at the Father’s receptioauseche expected to be rejecte&hd he arose and
came to his father. But when he was still a greay off, his father saw him and had compassion,rancand
fell on his neck and kissed him. And the son sakdr, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven angbumr sight,
and am no longer worthy to be called your son. tBatfather said to his servants, 'Bring out thetlelke and
put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sdsdm his feet, And bring the fatted calf here &itidt, and
let us eat and be merrfor this my son was dead and is alive again; he asand is found." And they began
to be merry. Luke 15 18-24

Your Heavenly Father will never abandon you non taway from you. He will always have a place at
His table for you and your room ready. The chaacbe close with God is not His. It is yours. Yman have as
much of Him as you want. Every struggle, sin ed@that can cause us to walk away from God can be
overcome as long as you don't give up. Every dayor life, God will always welcome you into Hismas.
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